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Lung Cancer Opinion Given 
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In ft deposition read Wednesv 
day* In federal court a research¬ 
er at the world’s largest cancer 
research and treatment center 
Itated that It Is his opinion that 
the more a person smokes, the 
greater the person’s risk of get¬ 
ting lung cancer. 

The deposition of Dr. Ernest 
L. Wynder of the New York 
Memorial Cancer hospital and 
file Sloan-Kettering Institute 
was read during the trial of the 
case In which a Houston widow 
’ Is seeking to prove that the lung 
cancer from which her husband 
died was caused by his smok¬ 
ing. 

, Dr. Wynder is in charge of the 
section of epidemiology at the 
New York cancer center; That 
section includes both clinical 
studies and biological and 
chemical research. He is also 
active in the practice of medk 
cine, the deposition stated. 

S TYPES OF EVIDENCE 

Epidemiology, according ■ to 
the deposition, is a study of dis¬ 
eases as they occur in various 
population groups and an at¬ 
tempt to find out why different 
diseases occur at different rates 
in different population groups. 

Five types of evidence have 
been considered in his studies 
Of lung cancer, the doctor stated 
In the deposition which was 
.taken in New York on Aug. 3, 
1960. 

The first was called presump¬ 
tive evidence “where we know 
.that lung cancer, which-used 
to be a most uncommon disease, 
has today become the most 
common cause of cancer death 
In the American male.” 

'He said that a factor must be 
bought for the increase and that 
a number of factors have in¬ 
creased in the United States, one 
of which has been cigarette con¬ 
sumption. 

CIGARETTE SMOKE 

Lung cancer has increased 
primarily in men, the deposition 
reveals, and to a far lesser ex¬ 
tent in women. 

“Therefore, “ he said,’ “we 
seek a factor to which men have 
been exposed more than women. 
This would nearly exclude air 
pollution, since women in our 
Cities are exposed as much to 
city air as are men. However, 
Rational statistics clearly show 
ftien have smoked cigarettes for 
a far longer period of time than 
fcomen." 
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He edded ttal >, Perl ol »l«t “ NOT EVERY SMOKEl ’ 

s rMrffir.'Ss *«&».«» —■>*•*>■< develops cancer 
kt ss Mirwi a? asm jn *4 

. plaintiff s attorney, for cross-ex- must be some element ^ipredis- 

_ . .. ^ amination, he replied to defense -because obviously not 

One of the established facte in attorney Frederick Haas that in, ^ smoker develops cancer-” 
cancer research, he claimed, te a 1950 study 40 ^ cent of the every —roe j v - 

that a great many of . the sub- lung canc J pa ti7nts were non . Court was recced by Judge 
stances in cigarette smoke are smokers, but that the percent- |? erb f rt ** K h ' 
carcinogenic or induce cancer. age was based on 10 out of 25 the , le ," g *f 1 ^T^dtoiTwHl be • 
Another type of evidence, he cases only. - ■.■>-, • - , read . KLr ' 

asserted In the deposition, is continued at 10 a. m. Thursday. 

epidemioIogicaL In studies of this UNDERSTANDING , The first person called to the 

type, “the most Striking fact tors ARGUED • ...- witness stand Wednesday morning 

us was the rarity with which that h e has was ^ P laintiU - Mrs ; Vict ° ria 

lung cancer occurred among non- H 8150 admltted he * st. Pierre Lartigue, whose hus- 
smokers, and the fact that about sM? d i that ^dermoid Cancer band, j. Lartigue, died on 

one-fourth of lung cancer patients 016 Jun? occur ? bi non-smok- j u iy 33 _ 1955 a t the Veterans Ad- 
smoked about two packs a day.” ers > but he called it “a rare ministration hospital in Houston, 
OCCUPATIONAL FACTOR entity.” Tex., at the age oi 65. 

Regarding the occupational The doctor also testified that Mrs. Lartigue testified as td 
factor, the researcher said that a he has considered factors other her husband’s smoking habits, 
number of occupations were than smoking in his studies and calling him *'a slave to hii 
found, including metal workers, that not all of the factors are cigarettes.” 
painters and cabinet makers in necessarily understood. She said fliat when she first 

which an increased risk **. . . In effect, we say today met him in 1913 he was smoking 
of lung cancer was found, but tiiat we do not necessarily un-. Picayune cigarettes and cigar- 
these could make up only a small derstand all of the factors that ettes r °hed from King Bee tobac- 
percentage of the total lung can- play a role in the development co. In the 1940s. she said, he be- 
cer cases in this country. of lung cancer in anybody or of gan smoking Camel cigarettes 

RATF PRFmrTPn any other cancer,” he asserted, also. 

dv iT.1 11,6 re J search 1 r admitted that The witness testified that she 

Bjl DATA, VIEW 1 ,cancer is a disease of many married Lartigue in 1917 and 

Since 1950, studies conducted caus _ es ’ when questioned on this lived in Beaumont, Tex., for a 
by Dr. Wynder at the New York po , I , n . t , , as, 10 . c . , while when he was in the in¬ 

center on lung cancer patients , rf. . e as , IS I1 * ^ die suranC e business. In 1934 they 
have resulted in the finding that Iact 0131 yo “ felt “ at ‘ The c ®use moV ed to Hot Springs, Ark., when 
the more a person smokes, the ot can ^ er has Puzzled men for he began suffering from rheu- 
greater the person’s risk of de- Ff ner , a ^ 0nS and t0 . our Present mafic pains, 
vbloping lung cancer, according k n0 "d®dge there is no single 
to the deposition, asked ’ 

The doctor termed “one of the STATEMENT ^ 

intriguing leads” the fact that,. He admitted that he made , , 

lung cancer is far more com-H^ 19 f 8n l added ; ? f / ,g8rett “ a day and kt one 

mon among males than among the tota3 fr6m 1116 other ’ 

females. Very few women have^^ Hd ” a ^ r aU 

been found who have smoked e .... ^ .j ——v - —- - —e 

at least a nack of cigarettes a course i are stl ^ a puzzle to smoke;” she said. 

day for the past 20 years com- '7\ an ' 'thi s SP aDDlies°to Mrs ‘ ,u. u u. c wu.i 

pared to men, he said. And he total . ~ , h ’ -■ ,, that her husband never learned 

claimed that an analysis show- near ^ any ' to drive an automobile and that 

ed that the present sex ratio of P° inted out svery per- f or man y years when he was 
lung cancer is entirely consis- s ° n exposed to tuberculosis working as a collector for a 
tent with the long-term smoking bacillus will n °t' necessarily, dc- finance company she drove him 
habits of the two sexes. velop tuberculosis. r y ,, e iaround. Sometimes the smoke 

Population studies show that same argument, he said, you. 
the risk of lung cancer in-may say that therefore we don t 
creases sharply with the amount know anything about the de- 
of cigarette smoke “and you' vek> P ment ' tuberculosis, just' 
can predict the rate of lung can* because we do not know all of 


WAS CHAIN SMOKER 
During all oi their married life, 
she said, be smoked two packages 


“He couldn’t do without them. 
Many a time I begged him not to 


cer in a given population upon 


the factors that cause tubercu- 


in the car became so bad she 
had to open the window during 
the winter, she added. 

She said that even in their 
apartment the smoke became 
so oppressive at times that she 
hhd to open the windows^ 

Under cross examination by 


•knowing what the cigarette con- losis ' 

sumption in that given popula- Asked if he believed all other 
tion.is,” he asserted. factors involved in the causation Harry~McCalTJr., a defense ate 

MICE, RABBITS of lung cancer have been ruled torneyi Mrs . Lartigue said that 

In connection with biological out, Dr. Wynder said: “We be- whi]e her husband was in the 
.evidence relied upon by re-'fieve that we have ruled in sev- dur j n g world War I he 

searchers, Dr. Wynder testified‘eral.other factors besides smok- suffered from shortness ol 
that cigarette smoke condensate ing, though we have always breath and could not drill, 
placed on the sldn of mice and stated that smoking was the Mrs ^ ls agalns t 

most Important cause. ^ Uggett and Myerg Tobacco 

Company and the R. J. Reyt 
Holds Tobacco Company, She 1* 
seeking J150.000 fop her hus¬ 
band’s death. 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/sxbm0000 
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